
       
 

 
 

Year 5 Geography Long Term Plan 2023-2024 

Learning about the Earth’s land, water, air and living things. 

Term 
Autumn 1 
(weeks,  days) 

Autumn 2 
(weeks) 

Spring 1 
(weeks) 

Spring 2 
(weeks, days) 

Summer 1 
(weeks) 

Summer 2 
(weeks,  days) 

Topic 

 

 
Heliosphere-Why isn’t the Earth flat? 
 

 
 

 
Obsidian-Is history prejudiced? 

 
 

 
Meander-Why do we need rivers? 

Focus 

History-Legacy of Ancient Greece 
Science-Solar System 
Geography-navigation/ latitude/ longitude/ climate/ 
tropics/ zones 

History-The Maya 
Geography-Central and South America 

Geography-Rivers, Europe, Fair trade 

Essential Question 

Are we alone? 
What did the ancient Greeks do for us? 

Why don’t we know as much about other peoples 
and civilizations as the Eurasian ones? 
How is the geography of Central/South America 
different from ours? 

Why are rivers important? How do they impact 
settlement and trade? 

Diversity Link 
Links to Ancient Greece and astrology  Maya voices in today’s populations of Central 

America, Maya traditions 
River communities across the world 

Trips/Visitors 
Royal Observatory Greenwich Sainsbury Centre-Maya Glyphs Bawdsey Manor Residential 

Geography National 
Curriculum 

ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: Use maps, atlases 
and digital maps to locate countries and describe 
features studied. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: Use the eight 
points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of 

 

Physical Geography: 

Describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: rivers. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range 
of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 



       
 

 
 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range 
of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

  

Locational knowledge: identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: Use maps, 
atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features studied. 

  

(Amazon river) Place knowledge: Understand 
geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South 
America.  

Locational Knowledge: 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time.  

Human geography: Types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water. 

Skills 

● Use 8 compass points; 
● Compare maps with aerial photographs. Select 

a map for a specific purpose.  
● Use/recognise OS map symbols 

● Begin to use 4 figure coordinates to locate 

features on a map. 

● Draw a plan view map with some accuracy. 

● Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key;  

● Begin to use atlases to find out about other 

features of places. (e.g. find wettest part of the 

world)  

● Identify significant places and environments 

 ● Begin to draw a variety of thematic maps based 

on their own data. 

● Use 8 compass points; 

● Begin to use 4 figure coordinates to locate 

features on a map. 

● Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key;  

 
● Use/recognise OS map symbols 



       
 

 
 

Assessment 

Human and Physical 
Geography 
human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 
physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 
 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 
use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-
figure grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world. 
 

Pre- Assessment 
 
Question: What do I know?  
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Pre-Assessment 
 
Question: What do I know?  
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Skill Progression; 

Direction/Location 

 
Drawing maps 

 
Representation 

 
Using maps 

 
Perspective 

 
Map knowledge 

 
Style of map 

● Use 8 compass 

points;  

 
● Begin to use 4 

figure coordinates 

to locate features 

on a map. 

 

● Begin to draw a 

variety of thematic 

maps based on 

their own data. 

● Draw a sketch map 

using symbols and 

a key;  

 
● Use/recognise OS 

map symbols 

● Compare maps with 
aerial photographs. 
Select a map for a 
specific purpose.  

 
● (E.g. Pick atlas to 

find Taiwan, OS 
map to find local 
village.)  

 

● Draw a plan view 

map with some 

accuracy. 

● Identify significant 

places and 

environments 

● Use index and 

contents page 

within atlases.   

 
● Use medium scale 

land ranger OS 

maps. 



       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Begin to use atlases 
to find out about 
other features of 
places. (e.g. find 
wettest part of the 
world) 

 

Scale/Distance 

● Match boundaries (E.g. find same boundary of a country on different scale maps.) 

 

YEAR 5 
Technical Vocabulary 

Life and Death 
 

Beyond 
 

Ideas 
 

compass-8 point 
north east 
north west 
south east 
south west 
os map 
ordnance 
os map 
4 figure grid 

ordnance 
os map 
4 figure grid 
biomes 
coordinates 
seas 
 

Island 
vegetation belts 
 

 

 


