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Context

Nursery to 11 years old
The nursery staff at Wicklewood are trained in Early Years, which is predominantly learning through play.
Wicklewood Primary School and Nursery have an established Forest Schools area within the school grounds. 
We have lived the COVID pandemic within many restrictions. Save the children reported that 92% of children felt that the way they play had changed since the COVID pandemic, this includes 51% saying they play outside with their friends less, with 34% playing alone more regularly. 23% stated that they are playing less sport than they were before.



Intent (What do I want to achieve)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wicklewood Primary School and Nursery recognises that play is a fundamental part of childhood. We are committed to ensuring play is valued and enhances those experiences that are important to every child’s school life. We will ensure children’s need to express themselves, explore, learn about and make sense of the world will be met. All children and young people, regardless of their needs, age, culture, ethnicity or social or economic background, will have the freedom and autonomy from adult direction – to choose, explore, associate, create, move around and challenge themselves and others.
· At Wicklewood Primary School and Nursery, we have chosen ten values – Respect, Honesty, Responsibility, Courage, Happiness, Acceptance, Thoughtfulness. Friendship and understanding.
· We want to ensure children are happy and healthy through our values and play, which will promote positive mental health and wellbeing.
· Play will be used to bring our school community together, sharing play experiences with all year groups.
· The voice of all our pupils are at the heart of what we do and an integral part of our decision making process
· Physical play improves fitness, reduces obesity and improves resilience


Implementation (What will I do to achieve it?)

· Staff will support all children and young people whilst respecting the value and importance of every type of play creating opportunities and time for children to play independently with their friends.
· Children will have access to a choice of staffed facilities where children’s play rights and needs are a       priority– breakfast club, lunchtime clubs, and after-school clubs as well as at break and lunchtimes.
· All staff will receive training to ensure children and young people’s play needs are at the centre of their role, which will ensure good practice is in place.
· Varied Indoor and outdoor environments will be created in order to stimulate and support quality play.
· A pupil play council will be established so that a child from each class can be an advocate for play and ensure pupil voice is at the heart of this project. Parent voice will be obtained to ensure the wider community has a role to play too.
· Woodland wanderers will continue to be accessible for every child during their time with us at Wicklewood.
· Play and playfulness will continue to be built into our curriculum.
· We will continue to create accessible and inclusive outdoor play spaces where children can take risks and enjoy child-led play.
· Outdoor learning will be integral to our curriculum.

Impact (How will I know I am successful)

We will measure the impact of our play strategy by:
· Regularly collecting pupil, teacher and parent voices to evaluate our provisions.
· An increase in the number of children attending school clubs - lunchtime and after school.
· A significant improvement in adult’s interaction in play - when it is an appropriate time to do so – ludic process (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkT8J2wUVG0) 
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