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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to our Early Years Foundation Stage! We are delighted to welcome you and your child to our school and look forward to working together during this exciting first year.
This year, we will be teaching your child to read and write using Sound Write Phonics, a structured, evidence-informed phonics programme. The programme has been carefully designed to help children develop the skills they need to become confident, fluent readers and writers.
Phonics is the process of learning the relationship between the sounds we hear in words (phonemes) and the letters or groups of letters that represent those sounds (graphemes). Children are taught to:
· recognise and say the sounds in words
· blend sounds together to read words
· segment words into sounds to help with spelling
· read and write with increasing confidence and accuracy
Our daily phonics lessons will be interactive, engaging and carefully sequenced so that children build their knowledge step by step. As they become more secure with their phonics, they will begin to read books that closely match the sounds they have learned, helping them to experience success and develop a love of reading.
As the children settle into school and we begin teaching the phonics programme, they will start bringing home phonics books that closely match the sounds they have been learning in class. These books are carefully selected to help children practise their reading successfully and build confidence. We kindly ask that you read with your child minimum of 5x a week to enable them to gain a star sticker in their reading record. 
To help you understand how we teach phonics and how you can support your child at home, we will be hosting a Phonics Information Evening later in the term. This will be a great opportunity to learn more about the programme, see how lessons are taught, and ask any questions you may have. Further details will be shared nearer the time.
There is also a Sounds Write app available for tablets and iPads, which provides an enjoyable way for children to practise the sounds and skills they are learning in school. We will share further information about downloading and using the app once phonics teaching is underway.
https://sounds-write.co.uk/ipad-app/?srsltid=AfmBOoqxAFQpV84uRNpL256TExs5PRVphA17PGymURZp_pLghwQPJS_8
You can make a huge difference by supporting your child at home. We encourage you to:
· read with your child every day, even if it is only for 10 minutes
· listen to your child read the books they bring home
· practise the sounds and words they are learning in school
· share and enjoy a wide range of stories together
Please remember that learning to read is a journey. Every child develops at their own pace, and we will support them every step of the way. If you have any questions about phonics or would like advice on how to help your child at home, please do not hesitate to speak to us.
We are looking forward to working in partnership with you and helping your child become a confident, enthusiastic reader.
Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards, 

Miss Emily Wratten and Mr Matt Garlinge

Class Teacher and EYFS Lead
Wicklewood Primary and Nursery School 


Head of School: Mr L Hughes
Chair of Governors: Mr H Cook
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