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Dear Parents / Carer s,  

 

This half term has flown by  and I have a feeling that the next one will too! Despite its  shortness , and 

a lot of illness,  the teachers and children have packed in a lot of learning . 

 

We have welcomed Mr Garlinge to Wren Class and had a few new families join us too . I am confident 

that w ith all our children continuing to mix, and the staff able to have some ódown timeô in the staff 

room that the newcomers have been made to feel very welcome and the routines of Wicklewood 

Primary School and Nursery are already well established !  

 

The FRIENDS and Governors meet regularly and work closely with the school to ensure that we 

continue óto be the best we can beô. This half term , staff meetings  focus ed on mathematics and 

teachers have reflect ed on how we can improve our curriculum.  To help you to know more about 

what your child is learning  we have updated the home page on the school website . To find out more 

about what your child is learning cli ck on the class  name.  

 

 
 

 

 



  

 

Wagtail  

 

The Wagtails have had a busy and fun  filled  first half term . We have welcomed 

more new families to the setting and are pleased to say that the children have 

settled in well to their new Nursery .  It  has been a delight to  get to know them 

and  we  look forward to  watching them grow and learn together.  

There has been lots of activity in the Nursery garden , the children are enjoying riding on the bikes , 

demonstrating  how their sharing and riding skills are developing , and enjoying instigating their own 

games to play  together. The children have been discussing the cha nging environment around them 

and have worked together to seek out items and aspects of the garden linked to Winter , inspiring 

some beautiful ice pictures.  

 

 
 

There has been lots of interest in picnics and food , leading to the children creating their own role 

play picnics . This  has included the children using their cutting and sticking skill s creating  shopping 

lists and lots of discussions around healthy eating. We really enjoyed planning, making and eating 

our sandwiches for snack.  

 

The children have been finding out about Chinese New Year and have enjoyed using their tweezers to 

seek out ónoodlesô in the sand tray, along with lots of role play and of course using chop sticks to e at 

noodles for their snack.  
 

 
 

The children have continued to enjoy lots of stories and  story sacs and can often be seen exploring 

these independently and in small adult led groups. óThe Gruffaloô continues to be a firm favourite 

alongside óYou Chooseô which always leads to lots of conversations around  children  expressing their  

favourite choices .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Wren Class  

 

Theme  

 

We beg an the term learning about signs of winter and hibernating animals. We 

went on a walk around the school grounds to notice changes between the 

seasons. The children did a great job at spotting differences between when it was 

Autumn at the start of the school  year and now in the midst of winter. The children also enjoyed 

creating collage caves for bears to sle ep in through the cold winter months.  

For the rest of the term,  we have been learning about different places around the world. We started 

our exploratio ns learning about the Arctic, what it is like to live there and the animals you might see . 

We then went on to learn about Antarctica, including the animals that live there. We considered the 

similarities and differences between the Arctic and Antarctica. W e then moved closer to the equator 

and learnt about different rainforests before learning about Africa. We have spent the term looking at 

these places on a map and globe and considered their location in relation to where we live. We have 

also compared thes e different places around the world with where we live.  

 

As part of our theme,  we have explored 

melting ice, been Arctic explorers in our own 

tent, played with Arctic small world, painted 

penguin pictures , and been inspired by Paul 

Kleeôs pointillism art to use stickle bricks and 

cotton buds to create printed igloo ice blocks 

as par t of our whole classroom display.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga in the Classroom  

Some children have asked to do yoga in the classroom, during child - initiated  activities. They have 

enjoyed choosing different stories from Cosmic Yoga and are showing great yoga skills when following 

the moves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring melting ice Inside the Arctic Explorer tent Making penguin pictures 

Careful penguin painting 

Spotting Arctic animals 



  

 

Chinese New Year  

 

The children learnt the story behind Chinese New Year. They also learnt 

about some of the traditions and celebrations associated with Chinese New 

Year. They enjoyed making Chinese dragon masks and Chinese money 

pockets. Some amazing colouring and cutting s kill s, with lots of care and 

concentration going into their work. Mr Garlinge also brought in some 

Chinese  dragon puppets so the children could perform their own dragon 

dances. We also learned about it being the year of the Tiger in Chinese 

culture, which led to some enquiry -based  sessio ns about tigers. Making mini 

fact books about tigers and some tiger inspired collages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What else é 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at this fantastic wall that 

these boys made to separate two 

areas in our classroom. Great 

teamwork.  

Oscar completed extra home learning and 

made this wonderful fluffy polar bear. 

Lots of fun trying to balance the 

scales in this penguin weighing 

game. 



  

 

Robin Class  

  

 

 

Hello everybody! What a busy half term, it seems to have whizzed by, 

but we have still managed to have lots of fun and have done lots of  

learning  along the way !  

 

 

 

 

 

Science:  

We have enjoyed learning about the 4 seasons ï what happens in each one and which months are in 

each season. We have also learnt about how we know that the season is changing.  

We collected objects and made a tuff tray for each season to help us to think about what they are like. 

We also enjoyed playing in the ice as we have had ve ry frosty and icy weather recently, because we 

are in winter.  

 

  
 

We have also learnt about the weather, what weather we are most 

likely to get in each season and the symbols that represent 

different weather on forecasts. We role played being weather  

forecasters!       We also made our own weather stations and used 

this to help us measure the weather, including the rainfall, wind 

speed/direction  and temperature.  

Maths :  

We have started to learn about numbers to 50, thinking about how 

many tens and ones numbers have in them.  

Sienna used a bead string to group 10s and she realised that 5 

tens make  50, she showed great knowledge and worked out that 50 is half of 100! Very i mpressive 

Sienna, well done!  

 

 
 

Penelope spotted that the bead strings were organised into groups of 10!  

We have  read, made  and drawn  numbers up to 50 using lots of practical resources. This has helped us 

to become confident with numbers up to 50. We ha ve also practised counting on and back fluently with 

numbers up to 50, especially when we do not start at 0/1!  



  

 

 
We have developed our use of pictorial drawings in maths, this was especially helpful when we 

subtracted crossing 10. We play ed subtraction splat with tens frames and playdoh balls to help us work 

out what to draw then we crossed out and grouped what we ha d left. Rose is busy concentrating on 

her drawing! Using pictorial representations more in maths is helping us to move from using concrete 

resources to work things out more mentally, in abstract ways.  

 
Shape/geometry:  

 
Feely bags to describe what the shapes are like and our partner had to guess  which shape we had .  

3D shape naming and games!  

 
Learning through play ï making towers out of different shapes enabled us to explore the properties of 

shapes, we discovered that shapes with flat faces wer e good to stack and other shapes that have 


