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Dear Parents / Carers,
It seems ironic that the last few weeks have felt like school used to feel, with the school community
coming together again and celebrating the festivities, yet rumbling in the background is the threat of
a new COVID variant. I am just so pleased that we were able to share with you the Wren production
of @Christmas Eve in the Toy Shop, Robin and Swift classes performance of Babushka, and most
recently the carol singing and musical interludes at the Christmas Celebration and Winter Fest.
As you will see from this newsletter the teachers and your children have worked incredibly hard this
term. One of the things that I have shared with the children is the school improvement and
development plan. Below is the version that is displayed around the school.

Your version is as follows!
•
•
•
•
•

The Quality of Education – to ensure that the curriculum is rich, ambitious and wellsequenced; to ensure that ‘gaps in learning’ are filled.
The Quality of Education – to ensure that all children receive a quality first reading and
writing experience.
The Quality of Education – to ensure that assessment, marking and feedback have a positive
impact on the children’s learning.
Leadership and Management – to continue to improve well-being of all stakeholders at WPS.
Quality of Early Years – to ensure the full implementation of the new revised development
matter.

Wagtail
What a busy half term it has been for the Wagtails. We have been learning
about a variety of celebrations and special days. The children have continued
to explore the changing Autumnal environment and have enjoyed using the
Autumn leaves in a variety of ways. Lots of mixing leaves at the mud kitchen,
making collages, collecting leaves on the field, and having fun throwing them
up into the air. This had led to lots of conversations around Winter approaching, providing
opportunities to create a wonderful winter display which has involved lots of cutting, sticking and
painting.

We have been exploring shape, creating pumpkin themed face pictures, Remembrance Day painting
bright red poppies and of course Bonfire night. This involved some of the children helping to
complete the spiral firework, organised by the friends, on the school playground. They concentrated
well and really enjoyed placing their coins along the chalk line. Lots of messy fun too exploring
shaving foam, paint, and glitter to make their own colourful representations of fireworks.

The children had great fun learning about Diwali, where they listened to a story, dressed up in
traditional costumes and danced to music, following instructions to complete a dance routine. They
were brilliant exercising with Joe Wicks for Children in Need dressed in spots, stripes and football
kits.
The children were very excited preparing the Nursery for Christmas and did a fantastic job decorating
the Christmas tree together. They have joined in with lots of craft, writing cards and had fun joining in
with party games.

Wren Class

Pumpkins, pumpkins and more pumpkins
We started the new term with some pumpkin madness. The week begun with
hammering golf tees and nails into pumpkins. This was so popular that Mrs Leaford had to get more
pumpkins from Morrisons on Monday night. On Tuesday we had 10 pumpkins in the classroom! We did
more hammering of golf tees and nails. In the afternoon we scooped the pumpkins out and made
pumpkin volcanoes. The shell of the pumpkins were then made into pots for making potions.
Meanwhile on another table, our hammering golf tees and nails turned into hammering the pumpkin.
We managed to make good size holes in the pumpkins. One pumpkin was even turned into a lucky dip,
where you had to put your hand inside and pull out a prize. On Wednesday the pumpkins went outside.
The activities involved balancing on pumpkins, standing on pumpkins to break them and transporting
them into a tunnel. Great team work on the transporting as we had 2 giant pumpkins which were too
heavy for one person to lift. It really was pumpkin madness!

Learning about Light and Shadows
In our theme lessons the children enjoyed learning about different light sources and the way a shadow
is formed. We had great fun using the torches in our dens and to make shadow hand puppets.

Learning about Festivals and Celebrations
The children learnt about Guy Fawkes and bonfire night, and about Diwali. They enjoyed colouring
Rangoli patterns and making their own clay Diva lamps.

At the end of the term, we learnt about the Christmas Story and the different ways people celebrate
Christmas. We enjoyed making our own class advent calendar and particularly enjoyed finding out who
would get the chocolate treat each day!
There has been lots of Christmas crafts and activities, including writing Christmas cards, using the
Argos book to help us write Christmas lists, paper chains, tree decorations, making cards and lots
more. A big highlight was the Christmas themed home corner.

Wren Nativity
What a perfect way to end a wonderful first term at school.
The superstar Wrens performed Christmas Eve in the Toyshop for their parents and carers. We couldn’t
be prouder of every member of Wren class for their confidence and wonderful singing and acting.

Robin Class
We have had an exciting and busy half term in Robin Class! The
children have worked hard to prepare for their Christmas
performance, had fun on our school trip and we have begun to feel
very festive!
School trip to Strangers Hall and The Playhouse Theatre to see The
Gruffalo!
We had a really special day on Friday 26th November, we learnt about toys in The Strangers Hall
Museum. We had to categorise and sort toys based on their materials and age, thinking like a
historian. Then we got to have a look at some very old toys, we had to be very careful when handling
them! After that, we got to make our own toys.
In the afternoon, we walked to the Playhouse Theatre and watched The Gruffalo Show. It was
fascinating to see the children’s faces as they were captivated by the performance. The behaviour was
impeccable and we were so proud of the children. A huge thank you for the help from the adults who
made this trip possible – Mrs Patience, Mrs Vincent, Mr Hood and Mrs Edmends. It was amazing to hear
the excitement of our ‘an adventure’ as the children described it! For many children, it was the first
time they had been on a coach and it was a fantastic first school trip for the children in Robin Class to
treasure for many years to come! Thank you to the adults at home for supporting this trip financially
and making it possible.

Geography messy maps:
We have really enjoyed our geography topic exploring what maps are, we have learnt to use lots of
positional language to describe where things are and we have carried out fieldwork to investigate what
areas of our classroom and school are like. Our skills as geographers have improved greatly and we
have had lots of fun making messy maps of our classroom layout, here are some examples...

Christmas Performance – Babushka:
Year 1 and Year 2 have worked very hard together to practise and perfect our show (Babushka), we
have particularly enjoyed learning the very catchy songs and it has been fantastic to see the children’s
confidence when performing improve. We have some budding actors and actresses amongst KS1!
Science:
We have enjoyed learning about the body and what the functions of some body parts are. We
completed lots of tests to help us develop an understanding of our senses. We had a range of
investigations to smell, feel, see and of course taste!

Touch

Sight

Smell

Handwriting:
We have continued to find fun ways to strengthen our letter formation, using more playdoh!

Traditional fairy tales:
We have really enjoyed learning about different traditional
fairy tales, we have had lots of fun acting out Little Red Riding
Hood and playing with the small world tuff tray, this also
helped us with our geography where we had to learn what
maps look like and how they are photographed from above
(an aerial/bird’s eye view!).

Miss Marriott was so impressed with the children’s hard work and positivity during their first challenge
week! Well done, Robins!

Swift Class
It has been a busy half term in Swift class! We have completed lots of
learning as well as preparing festive treats including our nativity production,
Christmas decoration design technology and general festive merriment!

Mathematics – Let’s go shopping!
In maths we have been recapping the value of coins and notes based on our Year 1 learning. We have
then built on these skills to find the total of an amount, find different coin combination of an amount
and learn about giving change. The class have enjoyed role playing shops in class to practise these
skills.

English – Christmas themed diamante poems
This year we have looked at a new unit of poetry – diamante poems. This shape poem follows a noun,
adjective, verb structure and we have been impressed with how quickly the children picked it up. We
enjoyed creating our own Christmas Eve to Christmas Day diamante poems.

Geography – Exploring the world
We finished our World Geography unit by showing off our locational knowledge of the seven continents
and oceans. In groups we made balloon globes and then individually completed a world quiz including
questions about the equator and the hemispheres.

Religious Education – Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
In Religious Education we have spent this half term trying to answer our big question – Why does
Christmas matter to Christians? First, we looked at the nativity story and enjoyed retelling the story
using puppets we created. Then we looked at how Christians celebrate Christmas including advent. We
made our own advent wreaths and explored the meaning of each element.

Last week we were lucky to have a fantastic ‘Christmas in a box’ workshop session which recapped and
embedded our learning. The children enjoyed adding all the different elements to their own box to take
home.

Greenfinch Class
We have had a wonderful half term in Greenfinch class. We have
learnt lots of new skills and have thoroughly enjoyed getting into
the festive spirit!

Yoga flows
This half term the children have learnt how to combine their yoga poses into a story, which we call a
‘Yoga Flow’. They worked individually, then in pairs and also in small groups practising hard to hold
each pose still and to move smoothly from one pose to another. In the final week of term, the
children performed their finished Yoga Flows to the rest of the group and exchanged some fantastic
feedback.

Iron age hillforts
As we came towards the end of our history unit, the
children learnt about how life changed from the Bronze
Age to the Iron Age. They discovered what it would have
been like to live in and to defend an iron age hillfort. On
the playground they split in to two teams: one defending
the hillfort and one attacking. Unfortunately, the design
of the hillfort was so effective that the attacking team
didn’t stand a chance!

Christmas decorations

As part of our Spanish lessons, we learnt how to write a festive card greeting in Spanish and designed
tree-themed Christmas cards. We also loved singing ‘Feliz Navidad’! For advent we created a
classroom calendar and each day we have been counting the days of December in Spanish, turning
over a Christmas bauble every morning.

Here are some more of our beautiful classroom decorations. We hope you enjoy adding them to your
decorations at home this weekend!

Christmas in a box
We were lucky enough to take part in the ‘Christmas in a box’ workshop last week. As the children
learnt about the meaning of Christmas and God’s big story, they gradually added special items to their
own box, which they could then take away to share with you at home.

Christmas jumper and Christmas lunch day

Lapwing Class
Lapwing Class has been a very busy and
productive classroom this half term, and we
have enjoyed getting into the holiday spirit at
the end of term.

Our learning highlights included the following:
In English, we have used Talk for Writing to write our own portal stories,
stepping back in time on an adventure. We are currently learning how to
use different sentence openers to help us become more creative writers.
We have learnt about states of matter in science, looking at solids, liquids
and gases and how matter changes between these states. This included some
partical based drama and our investigation into how much carbon dioxide was
in fizzy drinks.

Emily B is the mummy!

Following our visit to the Castle Museum at the end of last term, we have spent lots of time in History
exploring the ancient Egyptians. This included looking at everyday life in ancient Egypt, the process of
mummification, Tutankhamun and Howard Carter (Red team are named after the latter!), hieroglyphs
and Egyptian gods.
In PE, we have been practising our footballing skills with Mrs Thacker and considered actions,
dynamics, space and relationships in dance with Mr Allard. This included making our own group dance
based on the different states of matter we have been learning about in science.
We took part in the ‘Christmas in a box’ workshop this week, the children learnt about the meaning of
Christmas and God’s big story. In our R.E. lessons, we have explored how people make moral
decisions.
In German, we have learnt how to say our name and age, about St Martin’s Day and Christmas. In
Music, we have been learning to play the recorder and in Computing about online safety.
We have been getting into the Christmas spirit at the end of term, making our own Christmas
decorations and having Christmas themed maths lessons to consolidate our learning this half term on
addition and subtraction.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Leo, Amelia and Toby use glue guns
(under close supervision!) to make
Christmas decorations.

Making a
representation of
particles in a solid
state.

Jude and Jacob release the carbon
dioxide from fizzy drink as part of a
science investigation.

Kestrel Class
We have had a lovely half term in Kestrel class and have worked
extremely hard to produce some amazing writing and do some
exceptional learning. This has been a half term full of personal
growth and the children have really embraced the school values.
Science
We continued our study of Space and introduced Forces by investigating the impact of craters! We
learnt about writing up our science investigations with a focus on using key vocabulary words. In our
lessons we looked at exam-style questions to show our reasoning skills.

Maths
Kestrel class joined Pixl’s maths extravaganza to learn and participate in maths games and puzzles
that strengthen our reasoning skills. We made clever connections and played with number and
measure. Some children even took the game scaffolds home to continue their investigation and
came back with even more exciting discoveries as a result! We particularly enjoyed the paper folding
challenges.

History
We have been learning all about the Ancient Greeks and have shown exceptional knowledge about
this! So much so, that Mrs. Marfleet-Dias has had to really search for things we don’t already know
about! One of these things has been learning about the Socratic method and using Socratic circles.
Socrates believed that using questioning was the key to deepening thinking and unpicking his pupils’
underlying beliefs through challenging their ideas. Using Socratic circles supported this, the inner
circle spoke first while the outer circle listened and then fed-back to the inner circle before swapping
over. We initially found it really challenging to listen to each other without interrupting but we made
good progress with this towards the end, coming up with some excellent answers.

English
We have been thinking about being critical writers this term and unpicking our work to make
improvements. The entire class has shown great progress through this, and we are able to unpick
texts, looking at their structure and features and ‘magpieing’ things that we like to create our own
pieces. We have been thinking about the process of writing and bravely sharing our work on the
visualiser to unpick together and model the processes involved!

Kingfisher Class
We have all been working hard right up to the Christmas break in
Kingfisher class and adapting to the expectations of being in year 6.
The class have enjoyed taking on roles in order to help the school
function fully and welcomed the opportunity to have assemblies all
together. The children deserve a well-earned break over Christmas
after some fantastic learning.

Bollywood Dancing:
We were lucky enough to have a visitor from Jaya Dance come into
school and take a dance workshop as part of our PE on Bollywood
dancing. The children enjoyed learning all about a different culture
and the origins of some of the dance moves. The costumes were a
popular hit with most and by the end of the session it was clear some
talented dancers in class.
A special thank you to Tina for giving
the children this opportunity- a great event!

Maths Journaling:
We have now covered all of the four operations in Maths, with one of
the most challenging being division, in particular- long division. The
children explored lots of different methods through our work in class and found ones that worked best
for them. As part of our work in journals the children were then able to SHOW and EXPLAIN what they
had learnt by writing letters to Miss Jell explaining how division works. Miss Jell was so impressed she
is keen to trial some journaling in year 3 now (with the year 6’s help!) Here are a few examples of the
work produced:

Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
As part of our work in PSHE we have been working with RAISE
to teach the children about life skills such as budgeting and
how to deal with debt. Andy from RAISE came in and
delivered two afternoon sessions which all of year 6 seemed
to enjoy. A favourite was a
holiday planning task based on
different scenarios, whereby the
children worked in teams to
think about the most
economical way of planning
events. Whilst trying to keep
costs low, the children came up
with some creative ways to
have fun!

Sharing the positivity!
The children have all been
excited at the positive
approach to behaviour in the
school and the opportunity to
earn themselves positive
points! As part of this whole
school approach year 6 wanted
to create posters to explain to
visitors and younger children in
school how staff help us all to
make the right choices.

Reading for pleasure:
Reading continues to be a popular way to spend time in Kingfisher
Class, which has pleased both Miss Carr and Mr Paice greatly. The
‘Book Bunch’ enjoy reading together at lunchtimes with Miss Carr
and have worked hard reading texts in their spare time at home.
The favourite so far has been ‘The Sisters of the Lost Marsh’ by
Lucy Strange which we all found absolutely captivating! Currently,
we are reading a very different book called ‘Beyond the Sea and
Sky’ by Nicola Penfold. It is turning out to be just as brilliant!
One book which has proved a hit in class is ‘The Land of Roar’ by
Jenny McLachlan, with many of the children sharing the book from
Mr Paice’s bookshelf and recommending it to their friends. Miss
Carr has created a Field Journal for Reading which children can
take home along with an art kit so that they can create a page
about a book they’ve really enjoyed. It’s been lovely to see the
children enthused over being the next one to take it home!
English:
We have had a huge focus on detective story writing and focused on grammar and
punctuation

within this. On Remembrance Day, we produced some collaborative sonnet poems and poppy art.
The children were really thoughtful and enjoyed working together on these!

Art:
We have been studying the work of artist and sculptor - Henry Moore and learning how to use our
sketchbooks. The children began by looking at limbs on our body and drawing poses which were to
accurate in size and shape. They’ve then learnt about sketching and shading techniques and drawing
in perspective. Their final piece will pull some of their ideas and try-outs from their sketchbooks so
that their final composition will be of a person sleeping in the underground tunnels during The Blitz.
Below are some pictures of them drawing and work from their sketchbooks.

What else have our children achieved?

Benjamin Boren, year 2, recently won a rosette and trophy for the 'Most
Improved' Junior Rider at Thetford Chase Pony Club awards ceremony.
Jack Cross from year 3 also won a trophy for Best Junior at Tetrathlon.
Benjamin and Jack are really enjoying pony club and have come a long way in
the last year.

PE and school sport:
Children in need Joe Wicks exercise!
The whole school enjoyed taking part in Joe Wick’s children in need exercise session, which included
a fun quiz and lots of moving – it was fantastic to get everybody in the school exercising at once and
having fun whilst raising money! The final total was £561! Thank you so much to everyone who
donated.

Cross country:
We took some children from KS2 to the beautiful setting of Langley School. We were so impressed
with their wonderful teamwork and the way that they supported each other. They embodied the
school values wonderfully. They showed great stamina and determination when running, as a result
we had some very
successful results! A huge
thank you to Mrs
Patience and Mrs Sears for
coming and supporting
the children. It was a
particularly cold day and
I think the hot chocolate
when we returned
added to the children’s
enjoyment of the day
too!

Jaya Bollywood Dance:
We were very lucky to have Tina from Jaya Bollywood dance in school for two days, running
sessions with all of the children in the school. Everybody was engaged with the sessions and enjoyed
learning a routine and getting dressed up in traditional dress. This enriched and broadened the
range of activities on offer to the children and was a great success. We are hoping that Tina may be
able to run an after-school club at Wicklewood in the future so watch this space!

Girls Football:
It was such a pleasure to take such a wonderful, helpful and kind group of girls to the South Norfolk
Football tournament at Goals Football Centre in Norwich. The Year 5 and 6 team came 2nd out of 11
teams! They did not lose a match until the last game; their teamwork and enthusiasm were fantastic
to see! Year 3 and 4
improved massively
as a team and they
showed great
resilience and
determination,
coming 5th out of 8
teams. A huge thank
you to Mrs Thacker
for helping with this
trip!

Santa Dash:
The children enjoyed a run around the school dressed up to celebrate the festive season! EYFS and
KS1 had a route around the field where they had to count ‘santas’ on the way! KS2 had a longer and
more varied route around the whole school and had to answer quiz questions as they ran! We had
lots of fun dressing up and getting active as a school! The children, especially KS2 showed amazing
values in the way that they supported other children, particularly the younger ones. Thank you for
the amazing costumes! It was great to see the staff joining in too!

Panathlon:
A small group of children from KS2 went to an inclusive event at Framlingham Earl High School on
Monday 13th December 2021. They got to participate in 7 different events including curling,
basketball and parachute games, they had lots of fun and learnt different skills. They showed the
sports and school values very well and supported all members of the team beautifully. Here are
some of the highlights below! Thank you to parents for arranging transport for you children in order
to make this opportunity possible!

Christmas Prize winners
Congratulations to Jaxon (Robin Class) for winning a colouring
competition organised by RJ Bartram Funeral Services and to
Henry (year 1) for winning George Freeman’s Christmas card
competition. Henry has won a £20 book voucher and Jaxon a
selection box.

Winter Fest and Carol Service
I am sure that you will all agree that the Carol Singing
and Winter Fest were a great success and a perfect way
to bring the whole school community together at the end
of the year. A massive thank you to Miss Harvey and Mr
Bewes for the singing and musical entertainment and to
the Friends for organising the Winter Fest. I think we now
have an annual event in the diary!

What else…
For November 5th the Friends organised a Coin Catherine
Wheel. The children loved making the firework and a total of
£265.50 was raised.

YOTO player
A few months ago, Mrs Wrighthardt (mum to Ariana, Robin Class)
entered a competition to win a yoto player and a set of audio books for a
school. To enter she had to write about why the school deserved to win
and her winning words were about the school being an inclusive and
supportive school who actively promote the well-being of their children. I
am delighted to say that she won and the school have received the
player, a carry case and many stories and songs to listen to! We are so
grateful.

Schoolmoney system
Lunches - A reminder that if your child does not attend school due to illness, please remove or
cancel any pre booked lunches or advise the office staff.
Please ensure that all monies for Dinners, Extended School, Clubs and Nursery fees are paid
promptly. If you have any queries regarding you account please contact the following by email:
Extended and Nursery – extended@wicklewood.norfolk.sch.uk
Dinners – office@wicklewood.norfolk.sch.uk
Parent Questionnaire
Thank you so much to everyone who completed this questionnaire (and the additional one that
followed). Your comments are invaluable. We will be in touch after Christmas to gather more of your
ideas. There were a few comments about the after-school offer and, from next term, we are adding
a greater variety of activities. Communication and ensuring that you have a clearer picture of how
your children are achieving will also be looked at.
Dates For Next Term
3 – 5.1.22
6.1.22
24.1.22
28.1.22
7-8.2.22
8.2.22
3.3.22
7.3.22
18.3.22
30.3.22

School Closed
Return to school
Multicultural week
Art Exhibition
Learning Reviews
Safer Internet Day
World Book Day
Challenge week
Comic Relief
Year 3 and 4 Afternoon concert

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022.
Kind regards,
Miss Brooks

