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Dear Parents / Carers,
Firstly, please can I thank you all again for the support that you have shown to the school as we try
to get the school back to the new ‘normal’! The children have adapted seamlessly as we have
reintroduced playtimes all together and lunches in the hall. After the half term break, we will be
reintroducing whole school assemblies.
The responsibility that myself and the staff continue to feel in keeping the children and each other safe
is immense and we will never allow for complacency to set in. We will ensure that we continue to
maintain the same high standards we set ourselves in implementing all our safety procedures for as
long as is necessary.
I have loved watching the Primary School dynamic return. The older children have once again
returned to ‘looking after’ the younger children. Their attitudes and behaviours have been
exemplary, and we could not be prouder of them. The classrooms continue to buzz with the
excitement of new learning and the children are always willing to share what they are completing.
This makes everything worthwhile!
As well as welcoming new children to the school we have also welcomed several new staff. Mr Paice
has made a significant difference to the school leadership team as my deputy and his contributions
are continuing to support the school in improving what we can offer to your children. We have also
welcomed Mrs Fox, Miss Chapman and Mrs Stanford as teaching assistants in Wren and Swift.
As many of you are aware Mrs Nixon is no longer teaching in Wren Class, however she will be
returning after half term to work with groups of children for two afternoons per week. Yesterday we
appointed a new Reception Class teacher for Thursday and Fridays, who will be starting in January
2022. I will share further information after half term.

Wagtail
The Nursery has had an amazing start to the new school year. It has been
wonderful to welcome back the children from last year and we would like to
offer a warm welcome to all the new families that are joining us for the new
term. The children have settled in well and are quickly becoming familiar with
the Wagtail Class routines and we are already seeing lots of new friendships
forming.

We have been exploring the school grounds and have had fun on the field, climbing on the trim trail
and searching for feathers, daisies, and Autumn leaves. The children were very keen to show off all
their climbing and balancing skills which they have been practising in the nursery garden. We have
also been busy planting in the garden and regularly check on our flower beds to see if they need
watering. The children have enjoyed taking their musical instruments out into the garden to recreate
the different sounds that we may hear outside.

We have been enjoying lots of stories and story sacs, recently enjoying the Tiger who Came to Tea and
The Gruffalo, along with many other firm favourites. The children have made sandwiches, practiced
their cutting and sticking skills and talked through the story events whilst recreating their own tea for a
tiger. They are having lots of fun exploring the story sacs taking responsibility for the characters and
are particularly enjoying adding the sounds of the different animals on cue.

Wren Class
Wren class have spent the half term settling into life at Wicklewood. They have
been busy learning new routines, understanding the rules and making new friends
with the children in their class. We have made a fantastic start in our phonics and
enjoyed some fun maths sessions. The children have read the story of the Little
Red Hen and learnt about the purpose of the windmill in the story. We learnt why
our school jumpers have a windmill on them. We have explored floating and sinking, and magnetic force
and learnt about the school value of ‘respect’.
Below is a selection of photos which show Wren class learning through play, in self-initiated activities,
taking risks and finding out what they enjoy. There has been lots of blackberry picking … and eating!
The self-resourcing and exploration has been very impressive so far!

Robin Class

We have had lots of fun in Robin Class as the children have settled in and
adapted to the change of routine from Reception.

Active phonics – we spent lots of time recapping our set 1 sounds in fun
ways, some of which can be seen below.
Tap the xylophone sounds!
pistols!

Phonics splat!

Phonics jumping (+blending)!

Sound squirt with water

We have enjoyed completing lots of different activities related to ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by
Michael Rosen. The children have made lots of progress with their sounds and re-telling skills – as you
can see! We added lots of instruments to the story to add rhythm and sound effects for each obstacle
we met which was fun!

In maths, we have consolidated our learning in our number topic. We have used lots of concrete
resources to help us do this. Miss Marriott was particularly impressed with children’s progress in our
end of unit assessment, as the class showed a great understanding.
Comparing:

Lots of counting using tens frames!

Sorting:

Number recognition!

Part-whole models!

We have been working hard on being ‘ready to write’ and thinking about how we need to sit to help our
handwriting. We have enjoyed using salt to perfect our pencil grip and letter formation!

We are enjoying our history topic and have made several ‘old fashioned’ toys to help us compare them
to the materials/style of toys that we have now. We have been interested to learn about what
rich/poor children would have possibly had in Victorian times and what boys/girls may have played
with. We are really looking forward to our trip to Strangers Hall to bring our learning to life!

Swift Class
What a busy but fantastic first half term we have had! It has been lovely to see the
children begin their learning journey in Swift class.
Every week in geography we have jetted off to explore one of the seven continents in
the world. The children have enjoyed becoming tourists and exploring natural and
man-made landmarks. They have created some wonderful postcards about their
geographical adventures.
Mathematics
We started year 2 by building on our place value knowledge from Year 1. We have been rehearsing
how to build two-digit numbers and partition them in different ways. Every maths lesson we use our
big orange maths boxes so we can use a variety of concrete resources to demonstrate our
understanding and to support our learning.

Science
Our science unit this term has been ‘Uses of Everyday Materials’. Once we had explored different types
of materials and their properties, we then conducted a fair test investigation. I asked the children to
find out which material would be the best choice to build a strong bridge that could hold weight. The
children had to think about what needed to remain the same to ensure a fair test. They changed the
material but kept the table distance and weight applied the same.

RE
In RE we have been trying to answer our big enquiry question ‘Why is light an important symbol in
different religions’. One of our favourite lessons was learning the Jewish story of Hannukah and why
light was an important part of the story. The children had a choice in how to show their understanding
of the story. Some children drew the key parts while others went outside to create a drama tableau of
the story.

English
In English, we have been looking at traditional tales. We started by learning the enormous turnip story
and created a class text map to help us remember the story using actions. Then we innovated the
story as a class. Finally, the children planned, created text maps and independently wrote their own
traditional tales. I was so impressed with their focus and commitment to create such wonderful,
imaginative stories! Here is Iylah and George’s text maps and Jack, Oscar and Isla’s story writing.

Greenfinch Class
We have had a great start to the year in Greenfinch class! The days and
weeks seem to be flying by and we cannot believe it is half term
already. The children have been working hard learning lots of new skills
and doing a superb job of applying their knowledge and understanding
from Key Stage 1.

Teamwork
In Year 3 we often work in pairs and small groups with different members of the class. Learning how
to work with others is a vital skill which we practise every day both inside and outside the
classroom.

Working together to build the tallest possible
whole group.

Designing and making a sofa to fit the
work!

Teamwork makes the dream tower.

Maths – Place value
In our first unit of work about place value, we used our concrete materials to expose the structure of
the maths we are learning about. When we felt confident, we moved on to pictorial representations
of these resources and then to abstract, written methods of recording.

Cones to represent thousands
Hundreds, tens and ones.

Place value counters and grid.

Dice game recording 100, 10 or 1 more
less.

English - Poetry
We have really enjoyed listening to, reading and writing poems this half term. We used actions and
changes in our voices to bring poetry to life and have written our own versions of ‘I opened a book’
by Julia Donaldson and ‘At the end of School Assembly’ by Simon Pitt. We were also very excited to
join Michael Rosen for his live poetry workshop on National Poetry Day. He taught us how to make
poetry out of everyday experiences, how to use hand actions and word play to learn rhymes by
heart and, of course, his own unique twist to things.

Lucy, Gigi and Jemima performing ‘At the
End of school assembly’ for the class.

Learning ‘Top button, bottom button’ with
Michael Rosen.

History – Stone Age to Iron Age
This term we have started learning about Prehistoric life in Britain. The children are SO enthusiastic
about this topic, which is wonderful to see! We have learnt about the artefacts which have been
discovered at Skara Brase on the Orkney Islands and how those artefacts tell us about Stone Age
life. We grouped ourselves into Stone Age families and acted out a typical day demonstrating our
understanding of what life may have been like during this period. Can you guess what these children
are doing?

Are they … Hunting? Cooking? Cutting wood? Painting? Preparing food? Making jewellery?

Lapwing Class

Egyptian Jewellery making
A super start to Year 4 in Lapwing Class.
We have enjoyed exploring play scripts, including writing our own Horrid Henry play script scene. The
children were remarkably creative in making Henry do some very horrible things! We have also been
working hard on our comprehension skills with our daily whole class reading sessions.
In maths, we have focussed on place value this first half term whilst practising our times tables using
TT Rock Stars. In our first Battle of the Bands, boys are leading girls (at the time of writing), but it is
very close following a fightback by the girls.
In Science, we have been finding out about sound, including investigating which materials would be
best to soundproof a studio for a rock band. In Art, we have been inspired by story of Jeffery the
Maggot, peacock feathers, and linear landscapes to make our own drawings.
In R.E., we have started to explore how people make moral decisions and in geography, how
settlements were formed, and land is used. Computing this term so far has focussed on coding in our
Purple Mash whilst Miss Carr has introduced the children to German.
Mrs Thacker has ensured that the children are getting out and about to develop their trust and
teamworking skills in outdoor adventurous activities, whilst Friday afternoons with Mr Allard have been
calmer as we practise our Yoga to finish the week.
Ahead of our learning on Egyptians next term, we all enjoyed an ‘Ancient Egyptians: Discovery and
Debate’ day at the Norwich Castle Museum. Thank you to Mrs Batty, Mrs O’Connor and Mrs Cameron
for helping on this trip.

Scarlett mummifies her finger, reading Horrid Henry playscripts outside and Emily sends a message on
a tin can telephone.

Kestrel Class
We’ve had a very busy and productive start to the year in Kestrel class! It’s
been a whirlwind of Ancient Greeks, resources in Europe, learning about
suffering in different religions, yoga in PE and much, much more!

English:
We have really enjoyed immersing ourselves in the Ancient Greeks this half term, especially when
learning and retelling and investigating myths and legends for our writing! We created freeze-frame
(tableau) images to retell the story of Theseus and the Minotaur.

Communication for learning:
We have been very fortunate to enjoy 3 live lessons this half term! Learning about Space from
scientists all around the world, reciting poetry with our favourite poet, Michael Rosen and hearing
from local author, Mitch Johnson, about his latest book and the effects of litter in the world.

Kestranauts!
We’ve really enjoyed our Earth and Space topic this half term and it was clear from the start that
the pupils in Kestrel class were budding scientists, full of enthusiasm and knowledge – ready for our
Space topic! We were able to enjoy a practical lesson, using a scale set up of the solar system.
When the pupils tried to place the planets the correct distance apart on our scale model, we could
barely keep Neptune on the field!

Kingfisher Class
We have had a fantastic start to the year in Kingfisher class learning about
South America in Geography, electrical circuitry in science, morals in RE
and Yoga/OAA in PE. We will shortly be moving onto new topics in Art,
History, Computing and Science.
Enjoy having a read and admiring some of the amazing work Year 6 has
produced so far - we are both very proud!

Maths
As part of our work in Maths,
we have been working in our
new ‘Maths journals’. Mr Paice
is challenging the class to
reflect on their learning by
creating journal articles for a
topic they have been learning
about. The class have been
fully engaged and enjoyed the
fact that they now have a
book which they can show all
their reasoning and problemsolving skills in. Here are a
couple of examples from our
recent work on place value
and BIDMAS. We are working
hard to show the children
there are always several ways
to solve a problem and they
need to find a strategy that
works best for them!
English - Reading
In our classroom, we really value reading. The children
have RfL (reading for pleasure) time 2-3 times a week
with book talk; they have whole class reading sessions
daily to explore a full text or extract in depth and have a
class reader read to them in the week for pure
enjoyment. We also have a ‘Book Nook’ that is gradually
being developed. It is stocked with a variety of books
from school and from the teachers, that the children can
borrow. There are magazines, poetry books, novels,
non-fiction and graphic novels. Our hope is to inspire
the children to read books by a range of authors from
the past and current times. Reading is cool and a real
treat!
We have been reading a book
written to celebrate Black History
Month called ‘The Undefeated’ by Kwame Alexander. The children have been
incredibly responsive to this picture book which has been cleverly written in
a poetic style. It is a very thought-provoking text and has produced a great
amount of discussion already!

English - Writing
So far this term, the children have produced some
lovely written work inspired by published poetry and
currently the Sherlock Holmes stories written by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle. The children have recapped and
learnt about synonyms and choosing words for their
shades of meaning, writing dialogue and creating
expanded noun phrases. The best bit is that Miss Carr
has been able to spot examples of this learning and
grammar/punctuation practice within the children’s
written work. Way to go Kingfishers!
On the right, is a fantastic poem written by Erin where
she has described the ocean as if it were a horse. See if
you can spot the imaginative ways that she has
achieved this.
Science
Electricity has been our main topic in science this half
term. The children have really enjoyed making circuits
and testing what might affect the brightness of a bulb.
They have all been proper mini scientists; they have
used correct symbols to draw circuits accurately, used
accurate scientific vocabulary when speaking and
listening and conducted full blown investigations. Lots
of great learning and fun has been had by all!

Geography
During our South America unit, we have been learning all about biomes. The children, after reading
The Incredible Ecosystems of Planet Earth by Rachel Ignotofsky, wanted to create their very own
‘Biomes in a bottle’. Using a mix of internet and books they researched rainforest, savannah,
mountain, and desert biomes creating work which was packed full of geographical vocabulary. Here
are a few WAGOLL (What A Good One Looks Like):

PE – Yoga
In PE this half term we have been building teamwork skills in OAA and taking time to relax during
Yoga lessons. The children were able to show some strong yoga poses when creating their own flows
and made the most of some the fantastic autumnal weather we have been having recently. Here are
a few photos showing what we have been working on:

What else…
National Poetry Day
Children in Years 3,4,5 and 6 enjoyed an online workshop with the brilliant Michael Rosen. He really
was a big hit with the children and got them performing some fun poems.
Healthy Eating
Please can I remind you that children’s snacks and lunches should be as healthy as possible. Please
try to avoid too many crisps and chocolate bars. Break time snacks MUST be healthy. Also, please
remember that we are a NO NUTS SCHOOL.
Friends Greening
A couple of weekends ago some of our families gave up their Saturday morning to help to tidy up
the front of the school. A huge ‘thank you’ to Fiona, Mark, Isla and George Keysell,
Katy Johnson, and Laura, Gordon, Sonny and Nieve Carter. Tina, Steve and Luke Patience also began
work on the reinstatement of the polytunnel.
Unfortunately, the weather was not on our side and therefore the following volunteers did not make it
in. Joel, Rachel, Sebastian and Ellis Pailes, Kate, Colin, Erin and Evie Kennedy, and Ann and Chloe.
Hopefully we will see you next time. The delicious homemade cake and biscuits were a bonus and
much appreciated by all!
Friends Cakes for Coaches
Wow! What a fantastic, and very popular way, to finish this half term! Thank you so much to everyone
on the Friends who made this such a success!

Painting Of Swift Fence
Another thank you must go to Vicky Anthoni, her daughter, Flo and her friend Hannah (both ex-pupils)
who gave up their time to paint the fence near Swift class. I am sure that you will agree that it looks
so bright and cheerful!

Car Park
Unfortunately, this half term we have heard of a couple of accidents in the car park between
vehicles. This really does highlight the importance of using the parking correctly. Please ensure that
you park sensibly, consider your surroundings when entering the car park, when parking, and when
leaving it. Most importantly ensure that you and your children use the designated walkways.
SchoolMoney
Please remember to remove your child’s booked dinners and / or place at extended school if your
child is ill.
Reporting illness
If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please can we request that you notify us by
telephone by 9.15a.m which is the time the register officially closes.
Parent Forum
The first parent forum for a couple of years will take place on Thursday 18th November 2021 at
2.30pm. It will be an open agenda so please do join me for a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit (or
two).

Wishing you all a happy and safe half term break.
Kind regards,
Miss Brooks

