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Dear Parents / Guardians,
What an interesting term this has been! Thank you to everyone for your amazing support and
acceptance of change. We are all fully aware of the toll that COVID has taken on us all and your
children have dealt with it all so very well. They have demonstrated the school values on a daily basis.
There are so many positives from this term, one of which being how well each year group has worked
together and how new friendships have formed. The classes are more together as groups of children
than they have ever been.
The last week of term has been particularly poignant this year, especially with the return of Wren
Class. Children throughout the school have enjoyed watching the Wren Class Nativity; the rest of the
school’s Christmas production; the Norfolk Music Hub pantomime, Rapunzel; had a Christmas jumper
day; a Christmas lunch…

and a visit from Father Christmas!

Congratulations to Ethan, year 2!
This was the winning entry for the George Freeman, MP, Christmas Card competition. Ethan has won a
£20 book voucher.

Wagtail
We have had a busy half term. The children yet again have been amazing and
settled back in really well.
This half term we have introduced a new form of planning called ‘In The
Moment Planning’. It has really helped us to get to know the children’s
interests and initiate their next steps straight away. All staff are getting to know each child very
well. We would like to thank you all for your contributions that you have uploaded to Tapestry. We
have really enjoyed looking at the pictures of the children in their home environment, this has
promoted lots of conversations and discussions with the children.
The children have engaged in many different activities this half term. One of our favourites was
exploring holes in the garden. We used magnifiers and sticks to find out what was underground. We
decided it was a dragon! This led to the children going on a dragon hunt.
During one of our sessions the children were playing with the police cars and making a junk box
police station. This led onto a fantastic morning learning about finger printing, police cars made from
chairs and role play police station, followed by many interesting scenarios. We even made our own
photo ID.
The children loved being our magical elves for the day. We sprinkled some magic dust, rearranged
the nursery for Christmas and decorated it all together whilst singing and a little bit of dancing.

Just after half term we said goodbye to the adventure playground, we really look forward to
replacing it with something new very soon.
We would like to thank you for your support during this difficult year and to say a big thank you to
the children who have been absolutely amazing, we are so proud of them. We would like to wish you
all a relaxing holiday and a wonderful Christmas with lots of fun, please take care.

Wren Class
What a dramatic end to an exciting half term! We would like to say a big thank
you to all the children and parents for working so hard at home for the past two
weeks. The teachers in Wren Class have been so impressed with the levels of
commitment and creativity that has been shown during isolation and we are super
proud of you all! It isn't the way in which we wanted to end this half term, but I
can tell how happy all the children have been at home and hopefully they have enjoyed all the
activities and listening to our stories and daily messages on One Note!
This half term we have learnt all about our numbers to 5, how they can be represented in different
ways, simple addition and subtractions and have created some super posters that are now displayed in
the classroom for the children as a number line to refer to next term. They also applied this knowledge
to shapes and have explored circles, triangles, rectangles, and squares using different artists such as
Kandinsky and Mondrian. We are equally impressed with their mastery of Read Write Inc and the
excitement of ‘starting to read’ has been felt by staff, parents, and children alike! Well done to all the
children as the learning curve has been incredible and the parent contribution at home has been
invaluable. Thank you!
The children have continued to explore changes in nature and all that Autumn, and the start of Winter
brings, including raking up and playing in the leaves and SNOW! The brief flurry was the highlight of
everyone’s day and rightly so in Reception when you are 4 and 5 (or 40 and 50!). The children had
great fun trying to catch the snowflakes on their tongues!
The children have looked at different festivals of light such as Diwali and Bonfire Night and before we
went off, the children were very excited about Christmas! Christmas decorations, Advent Calendars
and Christmas cards had all been made and the children were happily re-enacting Father Christmas
coming down the chimney in the role-play area wearing the hats and exclaiming “Ho Ho Ho” around
the classroom! The children did such an amazing job acting out ‘The Nativity’ in the outdoor classroom
and singing Christmas songs in their festive jumpers! We were again, so proud of their listening skills,
confidence and above all, patience during filming! We hope you enjoy the recording as much as we
do... Heart-melting moments doesn‘t come close!
Have a wonderful break and enjoy whatever the festivities bring! We are aware that this year has been
‘unique’, but we have been amazed by the children’s ability to adapt and take everything in their
stride. The children have completed their first term at school with remarkable confidence and ease and
are now working as part of a really ‘tight-knit’ team! You should be very proud of them! We have really
enjoyed spending quality time with them and have seen so much progress in all areas of the
curriculum already. 2021 can only be better with plenty more exciting topics and learning ahead!
Take care and we will look forward to re-connecting in the New Year.

Robin Class
We have enjoyed our history learning this half term, finding out about toys
from the past. Although we were not able to bring any artefacts into school
this year, we had a virtual show and tell sharing what we had found out
about the toys our parents and grandparents played with when they were
children. We even got to interview Miss Brooks to find out about the toys and
games she played with and Mrs Allan brought in a World War II version of
the Monopoly board game to share with us.

In maths, we have finished our learning on place value and adding, introducing part-whole models, bar
models, fact families and number bonds. In English, we shared the story Come On, Daisy! by Jane
Simmons, making it into a story map and practising retelling it before our first ever Best Write. This is
when we have a go and writing a story independently to show-off what we can do and where we need
help.
In R.E., we looked at how different communities come together to celebrate. We found out about the
Muslim celebration of Eid-ul-Fitr and the Christian celebration of Christmas. In our music lessons with
Miss Harvey, we have been practising for a very special Christmas story performance coming to a
screen near you very soon!
The children have adapted to bubble life very well during the autumn term. It has been a long term
and with the transition to Key Stage 1 many children are feeling very tired. We hope you have a
wonderful Christmas break full of special memories and opportunities to rest, ready for the new term.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the staff in Robin Class.

Jack and Thomas practise
retelling the story of Come On,
Daisy! with a story map.

Ellisia makes number
bonds to 8 with Numicon.

Riley compares his remote-controlled car (2019)
with his Dad’s (1975) to find out how toys have
changed.

Georgie gets to grips with a
toy from the past.

Imogen with her Victorian thaumatrope toy.

Swift Class
We have had an exciting half term continuing to explore the world in our geography
lessons. We moved onto learning about the main oceans in the world. Our favourite
lesson was combining all our geography knowledge to create ‘globe balloons’ showing
the seven continents, five oceans and the equator. In English we decided to create a
non-fiction book about the all the creatures found in the oceans. We had to do some
research and enjoyed watching clips from David Attenborough’s Blue Planet.

This half term gave us a new subject for Year 2 – Design Technology with Textiles! We were asked to
design and create a Christmas tree decoration. To do this we had to develop our cutting skills and learn
to sew. I am very proud of the patience and determination the children showed in learning to sew.
They will be bringing home their decoration to share with their families at the end of term.

In RE we have been learning about the importance of the nativity story for Christians. The children
created advent wreaths and explored how Christians prepare and celebrate Christmas.

Swift class clearly enjoy shopping! They have completed some fantastic work during our maths money
unit using plastic coins and notes. They understand that they can use different combinations of coins
and notes to make an amount.
Well done Swifts for all your hard work this term! I wish you a Merry Christmas and I am looking
forward to our learning together in 2021.

Greenfinch Class
We have had a great half term in Greenfinch class with lots of new
experiences and exciting activities.
In Maths, we have been learning to use a variety of concrete
mathematical equipment to support our understanding before we draw
pictures and jottings in our books. The children are now independently
using Base 10 and Place Value Counters to help them when solving
problems and we have particularly enjoyed thinking about how we could
build taller snowmen and dress them in different combinations of clothing in our last week of term!

We thoroughly enjoyed a very special TriGolf day which was organised by Miss Marriott. The
children worked in teams and got a taste of several different skills-based golf activities where they
had to chance to score points depending on the level of challenge they chose. It was quite tricky at
the outset, but by the end the children wowed me with their new found skills and accuracy. A great
fun day!

As part of our learning about the Romans we found out about a festival that began on the 17 th
December called Saturnalia. The Roman people wore pointy hats, danced, ate, sang, and played
games. As they greeted each other in the street they would call out “Oi Saturnalia” and exchange
gifts of small white candles and ceramic heads of gods and goddesses. The children had a wonderful
time fashioning their own paper hats and have also worked hard to create their own god or goddess
heads using clay. They will be bringing these home, along with a small white candle, to decorate
their own homes.

Also, as we took a little trip back to Roman times, we received a letter from Emperor Claudius this
week, asking for our help. He was in need of a reliable aqueduct to bring water from the hills to the

new town of St Albans. The children explored different ways of building a strong, sturdy model
which would support a channel of water and that would also encourage the water to flow downhill.
We had a few leaks here and there but were eventually successful. We hope the Emperor will be
pleased with our hard work!

In Science, we have been getting the magnets out and testing their strengths and uses. We now know
that magnets have two poles that repel and attract. From our experiments, we have discovered that not
all metals are magnetic. In Music, we have been super lucky to have the glockenspiels where we have
played different length notes and improvised our own tunes using specific notes on a scale. In our
Christmas performance, we used our learning from music, to perform to a specific rhythm and tune.

Lapwing Class
We have continued to enjoy learning about the great achievements of the
Ancient Egyptians, including the building of the pyramids. We had to work
in teams to problem solve how we could move heavy stone blocks
safely/efficiently. We related this to the momentous challenge of building
the pyramids, the largest of which required a whopping 2.3 million blocks
(each weighing approximately 2.5 tonnes!). We learnt all about the pulley
system and the wooden sleds that the Ancient Egyptians used. We could
not believe what they managed to achieve with very little technology such a long time ago! We had to
complete various pyramid related building challenges. We also ‘mummified’ each other going through
the steps and processes to understand about the importance of the afterlife and how they treated the
Pharaohs and most important people in society.

We had lots of excitement when Wes Hoolahan came into school to help us with our football topic in
our PE lessons - I think the children were more impressed by his skills than they were by Miss
Marriott’s demonstrations! They were very respectful and extremely inspired by the opportunity!

We have loved using some new equipment at break and lunch times. Our current challenge as a class
is to see how many people, we can get skipping at the same time successfully. It requires lots of
teamwork and communication is involved – it has been great fun!

We have learnt a new skill in art this half term – printing! We very much enjoyed getting creative and
doing this, linked to hieroglyphs.

Kestrel Class
This half term we have learnt about using notation in music, writing our
names in binary code for computing and using persuasive techniques to
write letters to the Secretary for Education, amongst much more!

We created place value sliders to help with our multiplying and dividing by powers of 10.

We created Mayan Censers (used to hold incense sticks), sculpted with clay using a variety of tools
and then when they dried, we painted them.

Kingfisher Class
Quest stories
This half term has seen Year 6 busily engaged in writing long and multifaceted quest stories, based around our study of The Hobbit. The children’s
independent writing varied from tales set long ago with dragons, evil goblins,
and gallant heroes, to those set in more contemporary settings such as New
York and Australia, right up to futuristic tales set in space. There was a huge
variety of ideas displayed by the class.
We have also been busy writing Newspaper Reports about Spiderman, who was spotted saving a train
from being derailed from a viaduct. Thrilling stuff, and it was lucky we had so many ace reporters on
the scene!
In Maths, we have been busy learning different calculation methods which we can now use and apply
in our new maths topics in the Spring and Summer. Within Science we have been concentrating on
animals and their habitats in which we have listened to the vlog of Carl Linneaus and had a go at
classifying animals/plants in a variety of ways. Our main topic on ‘The Battle of Britain’ concluded with
an oral and written debate. Linked to this, the children created some fabulous Henry Moore shelter
drawings of people sleeping in a tunnel. They really thought about perspective, line, tone, and shading.
These are going to be displayed in the entrance lobby of Y5/6 because they were just so brilliant!

Children in Need saw the class joining in with great vigour to the national Joe Wicks Workout.

What else have the children been learning and enjoying?
Allstars
As part of our commitment to GR8ASUR, we have appointed Allstar Peer Mentors for each class, to
keep an eye at playtime and be a first point of contact for anybody that is feeling lonely or left out.
Each class voted on those who would be trusted to take on this role.
Children in Need
Children in need – we got active and supported Joe Wicks with his challenges throughout the week
and the last half an hour of his momentous challenge. The children were incredible and worked very
hard!
Thank you so much for your generosity. We raised a grand total of £700!

Kestrel had fun in the snow!
We also had great fun outside during the recent snow flurry! It was a moment of pure joy and the
adults and children of Kestrel class were all smiling for the rest of the day!

PE:
COVID-19 may have stopped us from going to competitions, but we have been busy in school and
everybody in Years 1 – 6 have had lots of chances to get active and be healthy this half term.
Cross country – each class had a go at cross country this half term. The children’s determination,
self-belief and teamwork skills were excellent! The scores were based on class averages of all
children’s times, so it was a team effort.

Robin - 2nd
Swift - 5th
Greenfinch - 3rd

Lapwing - 4th
Kestrel - 6th
Kingfisher - 1st

Tri golf – the children loved having a go at a different skill to enhance and broaden our curriculum.
Feedback from the children was very positive and they were very positive and enthusiastic about the
extra opportunity.
Year
Year
Year
Year

1
2
3
4

=
=
=
=

6TH
5TH
3RD
1ST

Anything else…

Family Voice Coffee Morning – Monday 21st December

Year 5 = 3RD
Year 6 = 2ND

LINKS Meeting
These friendly and supportive meetings are available to all parents and carers within the Wymondham
Cluster of schools. Even if you cannot make the next meeting, you may like to email Micha to find out
about upcoming meetings. They happen regularly throughout the year. Sometimes they invite guest
speakers to talk about a particular topic which is always very interesting.

End of term reports
This week you will have received your child/ren’s assessments for this term. We have all worked
incredibly hard to support your child’s learning on their return to school after the disruption of their
education earlier this year. When I say we, I include yourselves and your amazing children! This is a
journey that we have all been on together and we really appreciate the effort that the children have
put in and the support that you have given. There is still work to be done and we are continually
reflecting on the impact of our teaching and what additional work and support we need to put in
place to help the children achieve to their full potential. Please do contact us if you would like to
discuss anything in more detail.
You said, we did!
There have been several occasions during the term when parents have asked me to reconsider an
aspect of school life. We had another look at OneNote and added a collaboration space so that
children could share their work with one another. Wet playtimes were also reorganised.
We always welcome communication from parents. With your ideas and suggestions, we can continue
to improve the education and experience that we offer at Wicklewood. Our WhatsApp groups are
really useful for sharing information and supporting families, but I do know that sometimes they are
a forum to air discontent. Please share this with me! I can only respond when I know what you
would like to address.
Being social online this December: a parent’s guide
Please look at this website to see how you can support your child to be safer online this Christmas
by focussing on three key areas: viewing, sharing, chatting, and friending.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-socialonline/
Lunches
From January 2021 Edwards and Blake are putting up their prices. The charge will now be £2.50.

Arrangements for letting the school know about any COVID cases or the need to isolate.
During the school holiday please can we ask that you continue to follow all the national guidance;
we have included some helpful bullet points and web addresses below. It is by everyone taking
individual responsibility to follow this guidance, that we can together manage a safe and secure
return to education in the new year.
County guidance is as follows.
• If your child becomes ill on Saturday 19th December or Sunday 20th December, and as a result has a
positive COVID test, you must inform me on the following number, 07591903797 as I will have to
notify relevant parents and staff that they will need to isolate.
As from Monday 21st December you will not need to notify me as the infectious days are the two days
before the illness appears and no one will have been in school. However, if your test results are
delayed and you know your child was infectious whilst in school you must let me know as soon as
possible.
• If your child lives in the same household as someone with coronavirus, your child must stay at
home for 14 days from the first day the person with coronavirus had symptoms or had their test.
• If your child develops Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) they should remain at home for at
least 10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared (or from the date they received a
positive test result).
• COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
has information for households with possible coronavirus infection including easy to read guides in a
number of languages.
• Guidance for contacts of people with confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do not live
with the person - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) has information for contacts of people with confirmed
coronavirus infection including an easy to read guide.
• If your family is need of support to help you through a period of isolation, please see the Norfolk
Assistance Scheme, www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk
• Some residents are also entitled to a self-isolation support payment of £500. To help someone
apply for this, or to find out more please click here
• Please remember; there are three simple actions we must all do to keep on protecting each other
1. Wash hands, 2. Cover face, 3. Make space.
Although the festive season will be different this year as we all continue to try and keep each other
safe and healthy, we do hope that you can all enjoy this period, and we wish you a safe and happy
new year 2021.

Kind regards,
Miss Brooks

