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Dear Parents / Guardians,
I am hoping that this newsletter will put a smile on your faces and give everyone a chance to reflect
on happier times!
The last few weeks have certainly been challenging for everyone and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for the way that the whole school community has pulled together to try to
do what is right for our children. We know that we have still got an uncertain time ahead, but I hope
that the Easter break will give everyone a chance to have some sort of normality and enjoy activities
that you would usually participate in. During this time there is no expectation for children to
complete any work and staff will not be setting any. Hopefully our website will continue to give you
several ideas to make good use of your family time together.
One I particularly like is https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/

At the end of this term we were due to say a sad goodbye, a heartfelt ‘thank you’ and have a welldeserved celebration of Mrs Frances Harrod’s years at Wicklewood. Please be reassured that this will
still happen, but we just don’t know when! As I have previously commented, Frances is the glue that
has held the school together during several changes; the many headteachers that she has worked
for; the staff that have come and gone; the buildings that have been added and reassigned; the
redevelopment of the outside areas including the car park and field; and the many families that she
has welcomed and said goodbye to. We will miss her greatly!
Mrs Alison Trigg joined the office team before the school had to close and has been working
alongside the office staff to familiarise herself with the routines of day-to-day life. Not quite the start
that we had all hoped for! I know that on our return we will all make her feel very welcome.

Wagtail
What another lovely half term we have had, the children have been engaged with
their learning and play, enjoying being outside at every opportunity. The children
have been able to see how Spring has arrived very quickly this year with lots of
discussions around caring for our lovely Spring flowers and planting our tubs.
We have introduced our whole school value of ‘Understanding’ and this was
reinforced to the children through the telling of the ‘Tiger Who Came to Tea.’ The children discussed
what had happened in the story and were able to see how Sophie and her family had been
understanding towards a very hungry tiger! The Nursery children were amazed when they arrived into
Nursery on the morning of World Book Day to find that two rather large tigers had in fact arrived at
their Nursery for tea! We enjoyed having tea with the tigers and clearing up the mess they had made.
We read and acted out many stories whilst dressed in our pyjamas - we especially enjoyed our puppet
show.
During Pancake day we mixed, made, ate and flipped pancakes. We had many discussions around
some very interesting and delicious tasting toppings!
For ‘Sport Relief’ the children came dressed in their sportswear ready for action and to take part in a
range of physical activities. They particularly enjoyed dancing to the Freeze song, Sleeping Bunnies
and Monkeys Jumping on the Bed. They were able to show off how fit they are whilst taking part in
Sally’s ‘keep fit session.’

Wren Class
World Book Day
The children in Wren Class were very excited to come to school in their pyjamas
for World Book Day. During the day we completed some book day activities. We
played a fun ‘guess the story’ game. I read out clues to describe a well-known
story and the children had to work out which book was being described. I was
very impressed with how many books the children knew. We enjoyed sharing our favourite books with
our friends in class. During the afternoon we were very lucky to have year 6 come and read with us.

Sport Relief
The children had a fun day in aid of Sport Relief. We talked about why we had come to school in our PE
kits and what the money the school raised would be used for.
During the day we completed some fun Sport Relief activities. In the classroom, we completed spot the
differences, maze puzzles and made Spot the Dog lift the flap pictures. Outside we played with
footballs and javelins. The children were challenged to see if they could throw their balls and javelins
over the net that Mrs Leaford brought in. It was trickier than we thought! Finally, we all enjoyed
dancing along to one of our songs … the Freeze Dance Song!

African Drumming
To link with our topic on Africa the children enjoyed a music lesson with Steve. Using the African drums
was definitely a highlight for the children!

Where the Wild Things Are
In our English lessons we have been reading the book ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ by Maurice Sendak.
The children have loved reading and exploring this book over the course of the half term. The children
have described the characters in the story before designing their own ‘Wild Thing’ (see some examples
below).

We then thought about the structure of the story and as a class we made a story map of the
beginning, middle and end. We used the same structure to create our own story maps, thinking about
different places Max could meet our Wild Things. We went to a mountain, a spooky house and even a
volcano! I have been so impressed with all the children’s imaginative ideas.

Robin Class
It ended up a very short four week half-term in Robin class. This included our
second ever challenge week, where children completed independent
assessments in reading, writing, maths and SPaG (spelling, punctuation and
grammar). Despite this still being a new experience for the children, they
were able to work hard to show what they have learnt and where they need
extra help.
The children continued with their Read Write Inc phonics sessions in small groups with children from
Wren and Swift class and as a class we enjoyed exploring Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell. Using a ‘Talk for
Writing’ approach, we learnt to recite the book with actions and then innovate our class story map,
leading to an independent ‘hot write’ of our own Dear Zoo stories to show-off our writing skills.
Mrs Allan continued focussing on teaching spelling, punctuation and grammar in our Wednesday
lessons.

Picture: Jemima innovates our class story map to make
her own version of the Dear Zoo story which she then
retold to learning partners.

In Maths, we continued our focus on counting in 2s,
5s, and 10s to be ready for learning times tables in
Year 2. We also learnt about odd and even.
Picture: Using a number square to find missing
numbers in a sequence of twos starting from an odd
number.

In Computing, we have been maze explorers using algorithms (i.e. step by step set of instructions) and
directions to complete challenges.
Picture: Casey successfully creates an algorithm to get the
mouse to the cheese!

In P.E., we started to develop our movement,
shapes and control when performing balances in
gymnastics.
Mr Colbeck gave the children his expert coaching
to develop their ball skills whilst we also enjoyed a
karate taster workshop.
Picture: Gigi and Darcey learning the ‘straddle’ gymnastics shape.

In Art, we practised mixing primary colours to make secondary colours and adding black and white
paint to make different shades and tints. We took inspiration from Henri Matisse’s ‘The Dessert:
Harmony in Red (The Red Room), oil on canvas, 1908’ to think about warm and cool colours and then
paint our own imaginary landscape.
In P.S.H.E. we started to think about our GR8ASUR CANDO challenges, our school value of
understanding and money which included sharing jobs at home and the difference between a want and
a need.
We started a unit of work of geography which included
learning about where we live, where our school is and
some simple fieldwork around the school.
Picture: Dylan, Khaleesah, Sebastian and Annabel P
make a messy map of our classroom.

A big thank you and farewell to Mrs Wolf and Miss Clark for their extra support in Robin Class on
Wednesdays which has now finished.
Hope to you see back at school soon.

Swift Class
Swift class have been busy doing lots of learning in different subject based around
our topic of the Great fire Of London. We kicked off the topic with a fantastic trip to
Norwich Cathedral, we even visited Pudding Lane Bakery!
We then came back to school and wrote recounts about our trip. Our favourite
parts of the day included hearing stories in the bakery and going into the cathedral
as monks – we had to be very quiet and sing in the choir.

Our school value this half term has been Understanding. We spent the afternoon thinking about
‘being in other people’s shoes’ We thought about how people feel when the experience different
situations or changes in life. Our empathy glasses really helped us see problems from different
viewpoints.

In science we have been learning about what humans need to survive and stay healthy. We really
enjoyed being scientists and carrying out an investigation to find out whether people with bigger
handspans have bigger feet?

Outdoor and practical learning has really helped us learn more about shape in maths. We did a
carousel of activities to embed our understanding of shape properties and
patterns.

Greenfinch Class
World Book Day
We had a fantastic day in
Greenfinch class on World
Book Day! Dressed in our
pyjamas, onesies and
dressing gowns, we
decorated the classroom
and surrounded ourselves with books. The children
brought in their own favourite books and we built cosy
corners and reading dens to enjoy reading in. We also
teamed up with the Nursery to share each other's
reading spaces – the nursery children loved our dens!
We also created our own special bookmarks to take home and designed our own story characters.
Some children also chose to listen to an online audio book, and we collected some data for our
Maths topic all about our favourite book genres.
How to make a ….
As part of our Writing topic on instructions, we decided to use Shrove Tuesday as the perfect
opportunity to follow a recipe for pancakes! The children worked together in teams to read and
follow the recipe and measure all the necessary ingredients. After letting our batter rest (very
important!) the teams carefully cooked their pancakes until golden brown. Despite some brave
attempts at flipping, we discovered that using a spatula was the most successful way to get our
pancakes cooked and on to a plate! After enjoying some delicious pancakes, the children applied
their knowledge of instructions to ‘Washing an elephant’ and to cooking up their own ‘Monster friend’
based upon the wonderful book ‘Monstersaurus’ by Claire Freedman.

Bones
We began learning about bones in animals and humans by showing our existing knowledge in chalk
drawings. The children illustrated their understanding of skeletons on the playground depicting
where they thought the bones were, the shape, size and any other knowledge such as the organs
they protect. We moved on to look at 3 different kinds of skeletons: exoskeletons, endoskeletons
and hydrostatic skeletons. Alex was able to use his extensive knowledge of about these skeletons to
teach the class. He did a fantastic job of explaining how and why they are different. The children
then learned about how bones are connected by joints which allow movement. They used split pins
to simulate the joints and created their own moving skeletons.

Lapwing Class
Lapwing Class have been having fun learning all about the digestive
system! We enjoyed doing a rather messy experiment to help us learn
about the process!
We put food, water (enzymes) and orange juice (stomach acid) in a
plastic bag and we had to break it up, to represent what happens in our
stomach when we digest food. Then we squeezed the contents through a stocking to show what role
the small intestine has. This got very messy as some of the liquid nutrients were absorbed by the
small intestine (stocking), although not all of it! The food that could not be absorbed (the waste)
was pushed through a cup, representing going to the toilet. The Lapwings were super at working
independently with their partner and discussing the learning behind the fun whilst they were doing
it. It led to some excellent curiosity, some super questioning and most importantly some engaging
learning!

Lapwing Class has really encapsulated the value of understanding this half term. They were given a
number of teamwork challenges in which they had to think about other people’s perspectives and
understand how others might be feeling in different situations.
We have also been very lucky to have The Norfolk Music Service provide us with ukulele lessons this
term. The children’s skills have improved greatly, and we are playing as a super class ukulele band
now. They shared their newly developed skills with the rest of KS2 on Thursday 12th March 2020. A
massive thank you to Miss Harvey for organising this extra opportunity for us.

Lapwing also loved taking part in some shared reading with Year 1 for World Book Day. It was
wonderful to see how kind they were but also how much they enjoyed learning about everyone’s
favourite books.

Kestrel Class
Kestrel have enjoyed many active experiences this half term. We studied
many different poems and found a real passion for poetry. Some students
volunteered to read difficult poems in class that used portmanteau and
unfamiliar vocabulary and their efforts to decode these poems in front of
the class were admirable. As we were coming up to the end of our topic, I
asked the children of Kestrel if they would like to learn or write a poem to
perform at our poetry recital. This was a wonderful experience and many of the children really put
themselves out there and gave a wonderful mature, well-rehearsed performance. Well done to you all.

Another triumph this term has been Kestrel’s sporting achievements. Many members of the class have
represented Wicklewood this half term in swimming, tag-rugby and cross-country. This sporting
prowess has continued in school with Karate tasters, sport relief activities and some fantastic progress
in PE lessons.

You will have probably seen and heard about the Jabberwocky by now. The pupils in Kestrel class
learnt the poem, imagined and drew a jabberwocky and then translated those drawings into
sculptures. We were very grateful as a class for our amazing parents who came in to help on our
sculpting afternoon and were so pleased with how they turned out. The pupils have a wonderful
aptitude for art in this class and a brilliant attitude when faced with a challenge. This will bode well for
them in year 6 where Mrs Smith is known for her interesting art projects!

A wonderful opportunity to see Kestrel at their best on World Book Day. We had an hour of shared
reading with the children in Swift class and seeing Kestrel be supportive, kind and patient learning
partners to the children of Swift was a beautiful thing. They showed their kind, caring and nurturing
side and found some common interests with children of Swift. Well done kind Kestrels!

Kingfisher Class
Kingfisher have been busy reading and writing balanced arguments. We
planned one together on “Should people who have committed a crime be
given a second chance?” After much discussion, and an initial majority
thinking they should not; the class were able to come up with a variety of
arguments both for and against. They showed that they were more than
capable of tackling a tough subject.
They then wrote their own argument on either: Should animals be kept in zoos; Should schools have
PE every day of the week or Should Children have to wear school uniform in Britain.
We have also been conducting a traffic survey of Wicklewood on Hackford Road. The results
surprised the children, as there were many more cars than they had anticipated in a period of 15
minutes. They designed their own surveys and selected their own criteria which they then shared
with the class.
As part of our work on CAN DO the new target from GR8ASUR Kingfisher had a mini talent show,
and there was a real buzz of excitement when some of the children gave their performances. They
showed real courage and a can-do attitude!

Among the things Y6 have been doing this term, in art
Kingfisher children have produced some fantastic 3D
bug collages. They designed their own black and
white patterned leaves and then used foil to create
the main parts of their insects. They carefully
chose different colours and textures of paper to
create some truly amazing multi-coloured and
iridescent creatures. A variety of other
materials were then used to create legs, eyes,
wings and antennae. The results are truly
stunning and look amazing on our windows in
class.

I think one of the loveliest learning times we had this term was on World Book Day when the Y6
children teamed up with their buddies in Wren and had a shared reading time. Kingfisher children
helped and read to the younger ones and rediscovered books and topics they had enjoyed at that
age as well as understanding just how far skills develop over the few short years they are in primary
school.

What else have the children been learning?
World Book Day Quiz at Wymondham High Academy
On World Book Day eight intrepid readers from Year 6 went to take part in a book- based quiz at the
High School.
The questions were compiled by students at Wymondham High and they were the quiz masters as well.
Questions ranged from fairy stories through to The Hunger Games and Shakespeare and there was
plenty of conferring amongst the players in each team. We had two teams out of a total of 14 teams
from seven local primary schools.
Our teams represented the school magnificently and Wicklewood scooped first and second place
making us the overall winners!
A selection of books for the library and a wooden book trophy were awarded to our two brilliant teams.
It was a wonderful moment and we are all very proud of them.

Norfolk County Music Festival 2020
This year our school choir and drumming group took part in the festival.
The choir performed in the unison category in St Andrew’s hall. We really enjoyed performing to a
large audience as well as getting to watch other local schools perform. Our feedback from the
adjudicator was very positive ‘a big, warm sound and very confident singing, you looked as if you
had been doing it a thousand years. It’s very clear in your school you really enjoy singing.’ We
received the mark of highly commended plus.
You can watch our performance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=039JNWsu7BE
The drummers went to City of Norwich Academy to perform in the percussion category. They worked
fantastically as an ensemble and showed talent not only in drumming but also with a soloist singing
section and adding brass to their performance. The adjudicator was very impressed with their
performance. We received the mark of outstanding.
A special thank you to our choir pianist Mrs Dixon and to our drumming teacher Mr Bewes.

PE:
As always, we have been keeping active at Wicklewood with various competitions and events!

On Tuesday 25th February 2020 5 children went on to represent the
Wymondham Cluster at the South Norfolk Swimming Gala Event, a
super achievement! Thank you to Mrs Richardson for helping to
make this possible! Elspeth even managed to win her event – it was
great to see such excellent quality of swimming from our school.

Eight children represented South Norfolk at the third and final round of the Norfolk School Games
Cross Country event at the amazing venue, Holkham Hall on Wednesday 4th March 2020, a massive
thank you to parents/carers who took the children. This is an incredible achievement against fierce
competition, and we were really proud of the children’s determination and courage!

On Tuesday 10th March 2020, we sent two teams to the South Norfolk Cluster Tag Rugby event.
Thank you to Mrs Bush, Mrs Edmends and Mrs Richardson for taking the children. Another thanks to
Mr Shenstone for helping to prepare our children as a team.

On Friday 13th March 2020, the whole school got moving for Sports Relief. The children participated
in a number of activities at lunchtime as we tried to keep the skipathon, danceathon and hoola
hooping going as a team for the whole lunch hour. The Young Leaders from Year 5 and 6 were just
wonderful at ensuring that the events ran smoothly and encouraging the rest of the school to get
active. Thank you so much for all your donations. We raised a total of £367.11 which I will now pass
to Simon Kindleysides for his charity fundraising.

The whole school had a go at some karate skills on Tuesday 17th March 2020, Matt from ESKA
helped us to learn how to protect ourselves safely and have self-control.

And finally,
At a time when our children are likely to be accessing a lot more sites on line please do take a look
at http://www.wicklewoodschool.co.uk/e-safety/ where you will find a list of several websites which
give useful guidance.
Wishing you all a relaxing, healthy and safe Easter holiday.
Kind regards,
Miss Brooks

Dates for your diary
I have left these as they are even though the future is rather unknown at the moment!

4.5.20
4.5.20
8.5.20
11.5.20
25.5.20
1.6.20
18.6.20
17.6.20
19.6.20
1.07.20
2.07.20
3.07.20
4.07.20
6.07.20 –
7.07.20
7.07.20
13.7.20
20.7.20
21.7.20

SUMMER TERM
KS1 SATs assessments start
Lapwing residential Holt Hall
Bank Holiday (not 4.5.20)
KS2 SATs
Kestrel residential Peak District
HALF TERM
Kingfisher residential Hilltop
Kingfisher bell ringing
KS2 Sports Day a.m.
KS1 Sports Day a.m.
KS2 play @ 6pm
KS2 play @ 6pm
Wymondham High and
Wymondham College transition
Wymondham College transition
Wymondham High transition
Hethersett transition
Wymondham High Parents
Information Evening
Leavers’ assembly
Last day

